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MATCH Charter Public School prepares inner-city Boston students 

to succeed in college and beyond. We reverse underachievement with a 

combination of innovation, relentless personal academic support, and 

an old-fashioned òno shortcutsó ethic. MATCH opened its high school in 

September 2000 and added a middle school in August 2008. We are a 

tuition-free, independent public school whose students are chosen by 

random lottery. Our students come from the city of Boston - most live in 

Roxbury, Dorchester, Mattapan, and Hyde Park and, on average, travel 

one hour each day to school and travel another hour home. Most arrive 

2-3 years behind grade level.  

Student Demographics: 63% African American, 30% Hispanic, 3% 

Asian, 4% White; 17% have a learning disability; 77% of our students 

qualify for free/reduced price lunch. 

Results 

College admissions:  99% of MATCH graduates have been admitted to a four year college, including Boston College, 

 Brown, Dartmouth, Georgetown, Northeastern, Smith College, Spelman College., and UMass Amherst. 

 

College perseverance: 82% of graduates from the first 7 classes (2004ñ2010) are still in or have graduated from college. 

 

MCAS: For the past five consecutive years, all students have passed all of the Grade 10 MCAS exams. On 

 the Spring 2009 MCAS exams, out of 350 school districts in Massachusetts, MATCH tenth grade 

 students ranked 1st in math, 4th in biology, and 4th in English. MATCH sixth graders were recognized 

 for their performance on the 2009 MCAS, specifically for their gains made over their baseline scores. 

Room for improvement: Some students choose to transfer to other schools when they struggle to meet MATCH expectations 

 and standards. MATCH improvement efforts center on increasing support for struggling students and 

 maintaining clear communication with parents, and generating extracurricular activities which 

 strengthen studentsõ connection to MATCH. 

Parent Demand and Satisfaction 

¶ More than 600 applications for 9th grade were received for 80 spots for the 2010ñ2011 academic year. 

¶ More than 300 applications for 6th grade were received for 70 spots for the 2010ñ2011 academic year. 

¶ According to our annual Parent Survey, parents rate their satisfaction with MATCH as an 8.9 out of 10. 

¶ Parents report receiving more than 6 phone calls per month from MATCH staff members. 

Recent Awards and Recognition: 

2010  ̔    The Effective Practice Incentive Community (EPIC), an initiative of New Leaders for New Schools funded by the U.S. 

Department of Education, has recognized MATCH in a national competition.  

¶ MATCH High School was recognized for the third consecutive year (2 gold gain awards and a silver gain award), 

  and is one of only four schools in the nation to receive this recognition for three consecutive years. 

¶ MATCH Middle School was recognized by EPIC for the gains of our 6th grade students on the math MCAS in  

  the first year of operation of the school (2008 ð 2009). 

2009  ʽ   MATCH High School was ranked third of all 350 public high schools in Massachusetts (and #85 of 1600 schools)    

according to Newsweekõs national rankings of the top high schools in America. 

2008  ʽ   Designated as a òSilver Medaló high school in US News and World Report high school rankings 

ʽ   Ranked #25 in Newsweekõs list of top 1,400 US high schools 

2007 ʽ   Ranked #99 in US News and World Report list of 18,000 high schools in the nation 

ʽ   Feature story on the Oct. 7th national broadcast of ABC-TV World News Tonight 

2006 ʽ   Cited as one of the nationõs 8 òBest Charter High Schoolsó by the US Department of Education 



WHAT MAKES THE MATCH SCHOOL DIFFERENT? 

¶ Small school.  It is important to us to maintain a òfamily atmosphere,ó where every student feels known and 

cared about. In 2010ñ2011, we enrolled 440 students in grades six through twelve.  

¶ Excellent teachers.  Warm, passionate, relentlessly hard-working teachers focus on providing rigorous, college 

preparatory classes while connecting with each student as an individual.  

¶ Intensive and innovative tutoring program.  MATCH hires top college graduates to work full-time as members 

of MATCH Corps. MATCH Corps tutors provide every MATCH student with two hours of one-on-one or small 

group tutoring each day. MATCH Corps complements our weekend tutoring program for 10th graders, which is 

staffed by local students funded by work-study aid from local colleges. Additionally, 6th graders attend a     

Saturday Academy staffed by MATCH Corps members participating in our Teacher Residency Program. 

¶ Extended school day and year.  The MATCH High School day starts at 8:30 a.m. and runs until 4:00 p.m. with 

after school activities and tutoring until 6:15 p.m. The MATCH Middle School day starts at 7:30 a.m. and runs 

until 4:00 p.m. All MATCH incoming 6th and 9th grade students, and students who failed a class with a grade 

of less than 70 percent, attend our four-week Summer Academy. We also provide 100 hours of mandatory 

weekend English, math, and biology tutoring sessions for all 10th grade students. 

¶ Leveraged collaborations.  We partner with universities (MIT, BU, BC, and Harvard) and are supported by indi-

vidual corporate executives, by charitable foundations (Akamai Foundation, Plymouth Rock, The Boston Foun-

dation, SolidWorks, and others), and by the government (Massachusetts Service Alliance and AmeriCorps). 

¶ High expectations.  We have high academic expectations for all of our students. Unlike most traditional public 

schools, students must earn a 70% to pass each class, and all students must take and pass three Advanced 

Placement courses at MATCH and two college courses at Boston University in order to graduate.  

 

Important Dates in MATCH History 

1999 ð MATCH receives initial 5 year charter for 180 students in grades 9-12, through 2005. 

2000  ð MATCH High School opens. 

2003  ð Massachusetts Board of Education expands MATCH charter to serve 220 students in grades 9-12. 

2004  ð Massachusetts Board of Education renews the MATCH School charter through June 2010. 

2004  ð The MATCH Corps program begins. All students receive at least two hours of tutoring every day as 

part of their regular school day from recent college graduates from across the US, who are housed in the 

school. AmeriCorps tutors provide 14,000 hours a year of tutoring to Boston Public School students. 

2007 ð Massachusetts Board of Education expands the MATCH charter to serve 460 students in  

grades 6-12. 

2008 ð MATCH Middle School opens its doors at a temporary site in Jamaica Plain for 90 sixth  

grade students. 

2008  ð The MATCH Teacher Residency Program begins (an intensive one year program whose  

goal is to produce exceptional first year teachers ready to tackle the difficulties of teaching in a no  

excuses school). 

2009  ð Massachusetts Board of Education expands MATCH charter to serve 500 students in  

grades 6-12. 

2010  ð MATCH Middle School reaches full capacity, serving grades six, seven, and eight.  
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