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	MATCH Charter Public Middle School

86 Wachusett Street

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

phone: 617.983.0300  fax: 617.983.0332
www.matchschool.org



PARENT ADVISORY MEETING NOTES
Wednesday, September 16, 2009

6:00-7:15PM

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Attending:

Ice Breaker: Introductions and Suitcases:
Parents did the “suitcase” activity below individually and shared the contents of their “suitcase” with parents at the same table.  

Everyday, students make a trip to school and there are certain things they need for a successful day/year.  What do you want him/her to take on that trip?  
Parents’ Collective Brainstorm –

	Focus
	Learn from mistakes
	Preparation
	3Cs- Commitment, Compassion, Care

	Patience
	Right from Wrong
	Sense of adventure
	Dedication

	Independence
	Accountability
	Discipline
	Appreciation

	Listening
	Improving Skills
	Motivation
	Responsibility

	Open-mindedness
	Honesty
	Team-Player
	Respect

	Trust
	Safety
	Perseverance
	Resilience

	Rest
	Thinking Skills
	Willingness to learn
	

	Self-determination
	Happy/Positive Attitude
	100% everything!
	

	Organization
	Confidence
	Support
	


What “items” in the suitcase can we work on together?
Group 1: We focused on student attitude and motivation.

Thought: Students earn a dress down day for earning a certain amount of demerits.  Kids pay $1 each to participate in the dress down day.  The student must bring their dress code pants in case the dress down pants is not appropriate.  

Suggestion: Not on topic but needs to be addressed, the fridge needs to be colder as the milk is going bad.

Group 2: We focused on “compassion” in the 3 Cs.

Thought: Is the teaching and tutoring staff taking the position of the 6th and 7th grade student?  For example, the “heading” of the papers, was every child taught the heading?  

“Yes, every child was taught the heading in class.” – Ms. Hwang

“When my child had to go to HW Club for a heading, her tutor sent home a HW check-list to help my child make sure every part of the HW is ready to be checked for full completion.” - Parent

Group 5: We focused on “listening” and “100% everything.”  

Thought: This is such an important skill.  Students need to learn how to listen for and to directions.  It will shape their attitude in significant ways.  We need to remember that parents are also teachers.  As parents and teachers, we need to be patient with kids.  They will not get things immediately.  As for 100% everything in the area of homework – the message I give my child when she is home and says, “I’m finished with my homework, daddy” is “work ahead.”  The goal is to stay ahead not just keep up.  I hear the stress of homework from parents but I think we need to remember that if kids are not doing their “school homework” they will find “homework” in parks, streets, and other places we don’t want them to be.

Group 7: We focused on “sense of adventure.”

Thought: When students have a “sense of adventure” – their motivation and attitudes are positive and determination goes up.  What are barriers to this one? Demerits. Length of day. HW.  No breaks.
Principal’s Update: Class of 2015’s MCAS Results

1) First year of Grade 6 MCAS testing in MATCH history.

2) Overall, I am proud of the effort the kids put into the tests.   In fact, there were two kids who scored a perfect 54 points out of a possible 54 points on the math test, making their scores the best in the state!!

3) The measure of how much our kids gained over their own 5th grade scores is really the measure of the value added by the MATCH School.    In this regard, prior to MATCH 30% of our kids failed their Grade 5 MCAS math; at MATCH in 2009, this failing % was down significantly, to 13%.  Prior to MATCH, 43% scored advanced or proficient; after a year at MATCH, 54% scored advanced or proficient.  While we fell short of our goal that 75% would score in the advanced or proficient levels, our 2009 results compare very well to other high performing Boston charter middle schools in their first years of testing (when they, like we, only had kids 6 months before the English test and 8 months before the math test).  

4) In math, there were 88 students taking the test.  Each test had 39 questions, for a total of 3,432 questions.  Unfortunately, in total, 290 questions were left blank!  This is a piece of information that I will address each year at MATCH—the test is untimed; students lose no points by answering each and every question; and effort is rewarded, when students do work on their problems and show their work, even if the answers they reach are in error.  No questions should ever be left blank on MACS tests!

5) In English, 92% of kids passed the test; prior to MATCH, roughly the same percentage had passed in Grade 5.   Also, about 60% scored proficient or advanced in English in Grade 6, about the same percentage as in Grade 5.   Our goal in English, like math, was that 75% would score proficient or advanced and we fell a little short of  those high levels but again, like math, we compare favorably with other high performing Boston charters in their first year.

6) As in the math test, too many questions were left blank in English—about 300 out of 3520 questions.

7) In conclusion, we learned a lot from the test; while I am proud of our results, each year at MATCH our next group of students historically has done even better!  So watch out, MCAS 2010!!

Formalize the Parent Advisory Committee Structure and Governance 
We were not able to get to this agenda item. This item will be the first order of business at the next PAC meeting.  The next PAC Meeting is set for third Wednesday of each month.  Next meeting is WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 6-7:30PM in the Great Hall at the MATCH middle School.
· How does a council work? 

· Elect Chair Person and/or Co-Chair Person

· Elect Secretary 

· Schedule Meetings 
· Communication 
· Setting the PAC Agenda 

Rate Today’s Meeting 

PAC MEETING FEEDBACK SLIP FOR 9/16/2009

Rate the following items on a scale 1 (poor) – 10 (excellent).

A. Ice Breaker: Introductions and Suitcases – AVERAGE = 9.13
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B. Principal’s Update: Class of 2015’s MCAS Results --- AVERAGE = 9.21
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